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Representation Form

Name of the Local Plan to which this
representation relates:

Please return to South Staffordshire Council BY l2 noon Friday 23 December 2022

This form has two parts -
Part A - Personal Details: need only be completed once.
Part B - Your representation(s). Please fill in a separate sheet for each representation
you wish to make.

Part A

South Staffordshire Council
Local Plan 2018 - 2039

( For
official
use only)

Ref:

1. Persona I 2. Agent's Details (if
Details* applicable)
* lf an agent )s appointed, please complete only the fitle, Nafie and Organisation (if applicable)
boxes below but complete the full contact details of the agent in 2

Title r.1R

First Name BRIAN

Last Na me

Job Title
(where relevant)

Orqanisation
(\,vhere relevant)

Address Line 1  

Line 2    

Line 3

Line 4

Post Code  

Telephone
Number

  

E-marl Add ress -l

I
)J\

n/a



1,12, 1.6

South Sta

(where relevant)

Part B - Ple
representati
Name or Organisation:

3, To which part of the

4. Do you consider the

( 1) Legally compliant

(2) Sound

(3) Complies with the
Duty to co-operate

Please trak as appropnate

5. Please give details
unsound or fails to co
possible,
If you wish to support
compliance with the du
comments.

rdshire Council

se use a separate sheet for each
Wyatt B 4

lPlan does this representation relate?

Po lrcy Req u irement
for
Consultatron

Policies Map 036c

lPlan is

Yes

Yes

No

No

Yes No

why you consider the Local Plan is not legally compliant or is
ly with the duty to co-operate. Please be as precise as

e legal compliance or soundness of the Local Plan or its
to co-operate, please also use this box to set out your
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South Staffordshire Council

This Publication Plan (Regulation 19 consultation) is Dated November 2022 The first
intimation and thus the start of the Consultation was by way of the'Residents' News
Round-Up'288 issued 0906 Hrs Friday 11 November 2022,

It is evident from this notification that the Plan had been approved by SSDC Members
the previous Tuesday, 8 November:

Council and district news

Local Plan Review

Memb96 approved tfie next stage ot the revlew ol the Local Plan tor Publlc
consultation at Full Council on Tuesday, November 8th.

The Publrcatron Plan. also known as a pre-suDmlsston
plan, contarns srtes tor housrng, employment, gypsy and
tfaveller prtches, and policres to determine planning
applrcations

Thrs rs lhe frnal stage of consunation before the plan ls
gubm,tted to the Govemrnent and an independent
plannrng rnspector is apponted lo carry out a publlc
examrnalron rnto wnether { ls sound and legally
complrant

fhe consunation runs for six weeks from Fnday
November 11th unul mKlday on Friday, Oecember
23td

There are five in-p€rson evenls planned, where officers will b€ available by
appointment to discuss t rc plln and n.xt staPt.

The first rs berng held at lhe Haling Dene Centle in Penl(ndge on Monday (Nov 14)

between 10.30am and 7pm To make an appolntrnent, please call 01902 696423 to

bool( a slol

.ffi;
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Note that the farst Con
publicised ) to be 1030
the one and only'in pe
District, so called Locali
was some 9 % Hours n

This notification in the
those sufficiently inte
am happy to acknowl
mailed, but I assume

Presumably the notific
happened to fl nd wher
Inspectorate that'Cons

It is understood that so
Consultation received t
the Pen kridge meeting.

Realistically, this ca
the commencement

The Consultation runs
hours after the notifica
proportion of Residen

No notification was sen

The period chosen for
undertaken plannrng, s
inappropriate to select

The subsequent Locali
thus:

L oc a lity Onlrne Q&A

I managed to overcom
very familiar with Tea
'the meeting cou ld not
a question was in the'

The format of this
Dictiona 'the act of

e

Itation meeting was (obviously pre-planned, but not pre-
1900 Hrs on Monday 14 November in Penkridge. This was

on event'applicable to those residents in the North of the
1, including the area of 036c. In workjng hour terms, this

ice,

ws Round Up is not received by all SSDC residents, only
ed or IT literate to fight their way into the SSDC web site (l
e that SSDC are excellent in providing links when called or e-
t residents lust lose patience and give up).

on was also posted on the web site, in case any resident
t was; perhaps more realistically to be able to declare to the
Itatron'had started

e Residents who has signed up for written notification of the
ir notiflcation by Royal l,1ail on Tuesday 15 November, after

ot be construed as a fair and proper interpretation of
Consultation as is required in law.

til 1200 Hrs Ftiday 23 December; thrs is 6 weeks and a few
n was sent of the start of Consultation, to only a small

to Parish Councils

nsultation is one of the busiest in the year for many residents
pping and travelling for Christmas. It could be considered
is time for the Consultatron

1 online session details were available on the SSDC web site

oni - open to all

a). Novenrber 23rd

ay November 30th

. Oe(embrr i 5t

De(ember 6{h

a!. De(emb€r l4th

these obstacles and t lo9ged on to a Teams meeting (I am
, I use rt most days in my business) and we were told that
e recorded for GDPR reasons'and that the only way to submit
at function'.

eting cannot be described as 'Consultation': Oxford
rscussrn somethin wrth somebod or with a rou of o le

South Sta ordshire Council

No times were grven ari! if you were to lo9 on before 14 December there were no
times, ll



before making a decision about it', There could be no discussion and there was
no pretence that anything posted in the chat would alter anything in the Plan.

What we received from the presenting staff was a very competent, polished and
obviously well practiced series of ppt presentations.

As there was no verbal participation form the public there can have been no GDPR
restriction on recording the meeting and making it more widely available to Residents.

Being familiar with Teams and the use of Chat, I posted almost all of the questions
posted. They were answered politely and well, but not as a demonstration of
consultation, but clearly in the manner of 'this is our Plan and it goes forward like this
to the lnspectorate, like it or not'.

The questions ran out an hour before the meeting was planned to close.

One question was on the impact of the 6 December statement by the Secretary of
State for Levelling UP, Housing and Communities and Minister for Intergovernmental
Relations, Statement UIN HCWS415.

As stated in my representation BSW Part B1 this states:

'Where authorities are well-advanced in producing a new plan, but the constraints
which I have outlined mean that the amount of land to be released needs to be
reassessed, I will give those places a two year period to revise their plan agaanst the
changes we propose and to get it adopted. And while they are doing this, we will also
make sure that these places are less at risk from speculative development, by
reducing the amount of land which they need to show is available on a rolling basis
(from the current Eve years to four).'

The response was'No, we will not delay and reassess the PIan'.

It should be noted that the planned development at 036c was not included for
development in any of the previously published documents listed in the'Plan f4aking
Process'in Table 1 of the Plan. It was identified as'Land suggested as possible for
'Large Urban Extension', but not selected for use. It is debatable if the nature of this
site as established and productive Pasture and Arable land should be described as
possible for'Large Urban Extension'. However, the first that the Locality 1

communities and the adjacent communities in Stafford Borough, knew of this was 11
November 2022.

My representation is that the Consultation has been unfairly and intentional
planned to restrict and limit the numbers of Residents who would know of it
and to restrict their ability to participate in it effectively.

The timing of the Locality f in person events' was clearly chosen to minimise
attendance, with effectively less than l working day's notice.

It is notable that, in comparison, the adjacent Stafford Borough Council announced
their Consultation on their Stafford Borough Local Plan 2020-2040 at or before 24
October, with the first meetings a reasonable 10 days after the start of the process,

Unlike SSDC their first meeting was virtual and appears to cover the whole of the SBC
area. It was also recorded on You Tube and published a Questions and Answers Paper.
It is evident that SBC overcame any real or imagined GDPR issues, unlike SSDC.

South Staffordshire Council



South Stailfordshire Council

The consultalion ran from Monday 24 October 2022 until l2 noon on Monday 12

December 2022.

As part of lhe cortultatron lhe Councrl are runnrng an onltne evsnt and a number of
drop-rn exhrbrlron{ across lhe Borough for all rnterested parttes (eg Paflsh Counctllors
resrdents local brlf,rness people)to attend ln order lo discuss the Local Plan and to as
queslrons These llre detarled below

WednesdaylP November 2022.1 30pm-8 30pm - onlrne consullalron ev6nl
Thursday lqlNovember 2022 - 4pm-gpm - Jubrlee Room Eccleshall Communrty
centre ll

Monday '14lfor"mb"r 2022 . 4pm-8pm - crosvenor Centre Gnosatt
fuesOaV rSlfovemr:er 2022 .4pm-8pm , Westbndge Room Chnstchurch Stone
Saturday l qNovembet 2022 . '1 

1 am-3 45pm - Stafford Centrai Ubrary

Recordrng of the *rlrne consultatron event (YouTube) held on g November 2022
Answers to questllns submitled dunng lhe event are avarlable in the Questron and

So not only was the SQp Consultation evidently more open than that managed by
SSDC, rt was completeH before the peak of the Christmas planning activities of its
residents. I

It is evident that, although SSDC have clearly'gone through the
motions', and likely met their precise obligations in respect of
Consultation, the process has not been one that any reasonable person
would describe as open or managed to facilitate the maximum
participation.
In view of the Secretary of State for Levelling UP, Housing and
Communities fnd Minister for Intergovernmental Relations, Statement
UIN HCWS415, SSDC should not submit this Plan. It should be revised
and a subseguent, more open, Consultation should take place.

I acknowledge that SSqC staff have evidently worked hard over months to prepare
this Plan. Whilst respegting this effort and the evident skills employed, it appears that
they have been ercesslirely focussed on how to meet the Central Government target
numbers, now rescindEf, and getting this over the line in 2022. It would appear that
thrs has established a Qfrnkered, 'we know best'and'we cannot be delayed, to give us
time to thrnk' attrtude. this rs not what I have seen in the past from SSDC and I hope
that their excellent stafi and Councillors will reconsider.

I have other represent{tions on additional sheets

1

2



South Staf fordshire CounciI

(Contrnue on a separate sheet /expand box if necessary)

6. Please set out the modification(s) you consider necessary to make the Local Plan

legally compliant and sound, in respect of any legal compliance or soundness matters
you have identified at 5 above. (Please note that non-compliance with the duty to co-
operate is incapable of modification at examination). You will need to say why each
modification will make the Local Plan legally compliant or sound. It will be helpful tf
you are able to put forward your suggested revised wording of any policy or text.
Please be as recrse as ss ib le.

Plaase note: ln your representation ,/ou should provide succinctly all the evidence
and supporting information necessary to support your representation and your
suggested modification(s). You should not assume that you will have a further
opportunity to make submissions.
After this stage, further submissions may only be made if invited by the
Inspector, based on the matters and issues he ot she identifies for
examination,

SSDC should not submit this Plan. It should be revised and a subsequent,
more open, Consultation should take place.

To reduce the number of proposed new houses in the Plan and, sPecifically to
delete the land shown on Policies map 036c from the Plan.

I have other representations in respect of how the selection of the land on 036c has
been improperly selected for development on additional sheets

Contrnue on a se and box rf necessaarate sheet

r{



1lSouth Sta ordshire Council

necessary to participat
is seeking a modification to the plan, do you consider it

in examination hearing session (s) ?

7. If your representatio

Please note that while
in hearing session(s),
participate.

Yes. I wish to
participate in
hearing session ( s)

will provide an initial indlcation of your wish to participate
may be asked at a later point to confirm your request to

8. If you wish to parti
thrs to be necessary:

ate in the hearing session(s), please outline why you consider

Please note the Insp wtll determine the most appropriate procedure to adopt to
hear those who have i icated that they wish to participate in
hearing session(s). Yo may be asked to confirm your wish to participate when the
Inspector has identifie the matters and Esues for examination

Representations can ot be kept confidential and will be available for public
scrutiny, including y ur name and/or organisation (if applicable). However.
your contact details ill not be published.

Data Protection
Your details will be ad d to our Local Plans Consultation database so that we can
contact you as the rev w progresses. South Staffordshire Council will process your
personal data in acco nce with the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data
Protection Regulations GDPR). Our Privacy Notice can be viewed at.l tn

Please return the form vi

Staffordshire Council, Co

WV8 lPX

email to localplAns@$llffs.A9y.ut or by post to South

To enable the Inspec
proposed site at 036r

r to be appraised of all of the issues that render theo
unsuitable for development.

munity Hub, Wolverhampton Road, Codsall, South Staffordshire

{r

lr

No, I do not wrsh to
participate in
heaflng sesBion( s )




